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Development Trust news 
 
Our most notable news this month is that our 
Chair Ashley Boyd, has made the decision to 
step back from the board on the 5th 
anniversary of his joining. Ash came onto the 
board as a rep from the Community Council in 
May 2021 and really got stuck in. After his first 
AGM he enjoyed it so much he decided to step 
down from the community council and stand 
for election to the board as a full director. This 
meant he could take on an office bearer role 
and was asked to take on the role of  Vice 
Chair under the promise that “Vice doesn’t 
have to do much, you’ll just need to chair a 
meeting if the chair is unable to attend!”. I think 
he was maybe 5 months into that role when he 
found himself unexpectedly thrust into the 
chair role! Oops, sorry Ash, it was supposed to 
be a nice easy role to ease you in, but 
thankfully Ash took to the role no bother and 
has gone above and beyond on so many 
occasions! He was not frightened to don a tie 
and perform at the opening ceremony for the 
Smithy, or to roll up his sleeves and dig in the 
garden or put up a marquee and so many 
things in between. He’s always been a great 
support to me in my role as CDO, always 
happy to set aside time to talk through issues 
or listen to my stresses and either just listen or 
give me advice if it was needed. I hope that 
you will all join me in saying a huge thank you 
to Ash for the dedication he has shown to the 
trust during his 5 years and wish him all the 
best with all the free time he’s going to find 
himself with! 
In other news – Sharon has also decided to 
step away from her role in the Smithy after 2 

years, so thanks also go to Sharon for her hard 
work in the Smithy during that time! We wish 
you the best with all your new found free time 
too! 
 
On to project news – Balfour Cottages is 
progressing at good speed, the cottage was 
demolished in April and work on the roads will 
continue until they are completed. Once the 
roads, paving and lighting are completed, the 
foundations will go in and the kit will start to go 
up and that’s when we will start to see big 
progress quite quickly! Thanks to Mike for his 
drone footage (below) of the demolition in real 
time, there are photos on the Shapinsay 
through the years Facebook page if anyone 
hasn’t seen them! 

 
 
The Gas House – we have been given the 
opportunity to purchase it and bring it into 
community ownership. This will be discussed 
with members at the AGM, however if anyone 
has any suggestions for what the building itself 
could be used for, please let us know! We’ve 
had suggestions such as a round library, a sky 
watching space with a perspex roof, an 
exhibition space and lots of suggestions for 
what to do with the land round about! 
 
(Lisa-Marie, CDO/Manager) 
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Shapinsay Picnic - 27th June 2026 

Pop the date on your calendar, dust off those trainers and start practicing. This 

year's picnic will be held on the 27th June. 

For anyone who’s never been before this is our annual island sports day and is open to 

everyone whether you’re serious or just want to join in for fun!  

Sporting events start at 1pm with 5 different age categories - p1-3, p4-7, under 16 and 

adult, with nursery/ pre-school events starting at the later time of 2.30pm.  

There is a shield for the male and female winner in each age category. Everyone is invited 

to come along and join in or spectate. Then stay and enjoy a shared tea around 4.30pm 

and watch the bairns prize giving, followed by a "friendly" North versus South island tug of 

war. 

Once you have bathed your aching muscles from the afternoon's events you can come 

back in the evening to dance the night away to "The Gablos". Where we will then present 

the under 16 and adult shields. 

As usual folks we can't do this without the contributions of the many volunteers who come 

along and hold a rope/tape measure, take charge of a score sheet or carry a tray of 

sandwiches. If you can help in any way please contact Leanne or Esther and we will add 

you to our list. If you would like to make a monetary donation to the running costs then 

there will be envelopes in the shop or you can give it to any committee member.  

There will also be a raffle held at both the tea and the dance, and if anyone would like to 

donate a prize there will also be a box in the shop. 

In the interest of avoiding food waste, but ensuring everyone can enjoy the shared tea, can 

you please let Leanne know as soon as possible if you have any food allergies or other 

dietary requirements. We will also not be providing a full supper at the dance this year. 

We look forward to seeing you all there, everyone welcome!   
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Shapinsay Heritage Centre opens from Thursday 4th of June. 

Grand opening of this year’s display for residents on Wednesday 3rd at 7pm. 

Exhibition to celebrate Ivan Hourston’s life and work.  

Everyone welcome, drinks and snacks included. 
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Shapinsay School June 2026  
P7 Hoy trip  
Agi and James went to Hoy with P7s from 
Westray, Rousay, North Walls, Stronsay and 
Sanday schools at the end of April.   

James and Agi both 
say that the trip was 
amazing. James’ 
favourite bit was the 
Gorge walk and 
Agi’s favourite was 
the kayaking. Both 
children showed 
good independence 
skills and did 
themselves proud 
by challenging 
themselves. Well 

done to Mrs Armet who went with them and 
also challenged herself (especially over the 
Tyrolean Traverse!) All three of them climbed 

Ward Hill and James even still 
has the blister to prove 
it! James even carried two 
rocks from the bottom of Ward 
Hill all the way up and added 
them to the pile on the 
top. Agi did really well and 
won orienteering. Agi’s room 

even won the most points for the tidiest room!  
They would like to thank the Shapinsay 
Development Trust, Shapinsay Community 
Council and Shapinsay Parent Council who all 
helped to fund the trips.  
Primary Learning  
This term our Science topic is Plants. We have 
all been learning about parts of plants and their 
function, classifying plants and learning how 
to grow them healthily. Some experiments are 
being carried out, as well as lots of planting in 
the polytunnel and outside.  
In history the sunshine class have been 
creating their own chronological timelines of 
their lives so far, adding in significant events. 
We are then going to work out where our 
timelines fit into Mrs Bews’s timeline and 
then into a Scottish history timeline.  
In the Stars class, the children have also been 
learning about plants, their classification, 

seed dispersal and pollination. In History, our 
focus is Orkney’s role during WWI and WWII, 
and in RMPS, the children are learning 
about Hinduism. In literacy, the Stars class are 
learning how to write a persuasive text using 
the Talk for Writing approach. Their model text 
is called ‘The Multi-Function Mobile Phone’, so 
far, they have written one text titled ‘The Spy-
Watch', and now they are writing their 
own piece.   
At the start of May, we’ve had a visit 
from Sallianne Smales, the local author of 
Smoozles books. She led a fun day filled with 
various activities, including drama and making 
book characters using air drying clay. We 
would like to thank the Shapinsay Parent 
Council and Shapinsay Development 
Trust who helped to fund this day.   
In PE we are now preparing for the picnic with 
lots of athletics run, jump and throw sessions, 
getting out onto the field whenever the weather 
allows. We have also been creating our very 
own crazy golf courses for staff and other 
pupils to play, this has been good fun for 
everyone.  
Pupil Council are fundraising in 
Cast Affs between Tuesday 2nd and 
Saturday 6th June. There will 
be homebakes and raffles for sale as well. We 
would love to see as many people there as 
possible.  
Nursery Learning  
In nursery the sunflower plants are growing 
tall. We have planted broad bean seeds and 
looking at Jack and the Beanstalk story. We 
have a trip to the garden centre planned to 
look at their plants and gardening items. We 
hope to get lots of outdoor play when the sun 
finally shines!  
Rights  
We are continuing to learn about Children’s 
Rights. Each day when we are 
watching Newsround we link the stories to the 
Articles from the UNCRC and to the 
Sustainable Development Goals. We have 
also done some work around the Universal 
human right of dignity, and have looked at how 
treating people with dignity helps their rights to 
be recognised.  
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