
 

1  Disclaimer: The content and opinions expressed in Shapinsay Sound are those of individual 

authors and their represented groups. These views are not necessarily shared by the 

publisher. 

 

The Shapinsay Sound 
 

May 2026 

The newsletter for the island of Shapinsay, produced by the Shapinsay Development Trust. 

Registered Charity Number SC034818; Registered Company Number SC255127. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shapinsay School May 2026 
  
At the end of last term the primary children all 
enjoyed a trip to the Pickaquoy Centre to meet 

with the 
children 

from 
Rousay, 

North 
Walls, 
North 

Ronaldsay, Papay and Eday schools. The 
children took part in various activities including 
athletics and bowling. The favourite activity 
was the inflatables at the end! 
 
Some of the P5 – 7 children went into Kirkwall 
for the STEM day. The challenge this year was 
to build a crane, which the children did with the 
help of Toby. At the STEM day their crane was 
tested and they took part in a variety of other 
STEM challenges. 

This term the primary children will be learning 
about plants in Science. As well as learning 
about the theoretical side, we will be doing lots 
of practical gardening. The polytunnel is being 
planted up, and the eco group are leading our 
development of the pond area in the middle 
courtyard. In Social Studies the children are 
learning about the history of Scotland and will 
be learning about significant events and 
people. Our RME topic this term is Hinduism. 
  
The Nursery children have been interested in 
travel, and their role play area is a travel agent. 
They have been improving fine motor control 
using stencils. Shells are proving very popular 
at the moment as well. 
 
After Easter we welcomed Joshua into the 
Nursery. 
  
All of the children are enjoying getting outside 
when we can – whether practising for the 
Picnic, enjoying the playpark, gardening or just 
taking our learning outside. 
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The Shapinsay School Sports committee would 

like to let you know that we have a sports 

box that you can access any time. It is full of 

various items of sports equipment that you can 

play with in our tennis court or playing field. All 

we ask is that once you have played with it you 

pop all the items back inside and put the lid 

back on, to protect it from the weather. 
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Shapinsay Development Trust. 
 
As you’ve likely noticed, contractors have 
now begun work at Balfour Cottages. Their 
initial focus is on preparing the site for welfare 
units, including creating a hardstanding area 
near the below ground infrastructure and 
creating access to the rear garden. 
Before construction of the housing can begin, 
the road at the end of the site must be 
widened. These works are scheduled to take 
place over the coming weeks, after which we 
expect building work on the new homes to get 
underway, we will start to share photos once 
that gets underway. 
 
We had out first meeting of our newly 
formed tourism group. From that meeting the 
short term priorities were ensuring (cont……) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

….signage is clear and coming up with a joint 
advertising strategy. 
 
We have been given the opportunity to 
consider the purchase of the Gas House at 
some point in the future and bring it into 
community ownership. We would like to 
share some conceptual drawings and hear 
your thoughts and ideas for possible future 
uses of the space. The first opportunity will be 
a the Piece Place coffee afternoon on Tuesday 
the 12th of May so please pop past for some 
very early stage, hopefully quite light hearted 
chats through possible ideas! 
 
If you would like to help us reduce our carbon 
footprint by receiving your newsletter online, 
please email boathouse@shapinsay.org.uk to be put 
on our emailing list! 
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From Orkney Athletic & Running Club 
50 runners completed the second OARC 
Shapinsay 10k on 18th April, braving some 
windy conditions on the course to get the 

Orkney road 
running 

season off to a 
flying start. 
They were led 
from the start 
by Magnus 
Harrold, whose 

fast start was perhaps intended as a challenge 
to the newly installed 20mph sign by the start 
line! Magnus completed the up and down 
course in 38 minutes and 52 seconds, just 
over two minutes ahead of second placed 
Willie Gibson who was the first veteran male.  
 
Vikki Budge (45:07) was the winner of the 
women's race, finishing sixth overall whilst 
Eildih Christie (49:49) was the first veteran 
female, just ahead of the first Shapinsay 
resident finisher Chris Moore (49:53). Lisa 
Bady was the first Shapinsay female finisher in 
61:10. Also among the podium finishers was 
Magnus' sister - and fellow Island Games 
participant - Rebecca Learmonth (48:06 and 
second female). Further back in the field, it 
was fantastic to see so many finishers on a 
tricky day with an uphill 
first half followed 
by the return 
downhill into a 
strong headwind - 
with many first 
time finishers, lan 
MacDonald 
(71:43) setting 
what I'm fairly sure 
is the inaugural 
V80 10k record for 
Orkney and Peter 
and Donna 
Stevenson celebrating their 28th wedding 
anniversary by running together: 
congratulations to you both! 

It's always a lovely day out in Shapinsay and 
thank you to all the families and friends who 
came out to cheer 
the athletes on, as 
well as the 
Shapinsay residents 
for their hospitality. 
Thank you to all the 
volunteers: Joel, 
Esther, Arella, Elza 
(and Micah!) 
Chaney, Alison Meason, Alan Strong, Alison 
McDougall, Charles Hay, Claire Cruddas, 
Elodie Bady, Karen Evans, Leanne Bews, 
Mandy Hay, Matthew Mellor, Paul Evans, 
Sarah Finn, Katie Hall, Chloe Crawford, Emma 
Hendrick and everyone else who helped out 
on the day or baked. Thanks to everyone for 
their generous donations towards the 
Shapinsay Medical Fund. 
Prizes for the winners were kindly donated by 

Shapinsay 
Development 

Trust (The 
Smithy), Orkney 
Isles Preserves 
and Thomas 

Sinclair 
Shop. Bespoke 

medals for age group winners were designed 
and 3D printed in Shapinsay with thanks to 
Tern360. 
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