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Shapinsay School 
 

 
 
This term has been very busy, so much so that the 
school ran out of time to write their own piece for the 
newsletter, so I am writing something on their behalf!  
 
What a month it has been, since the last edition of the 
Shapinsay sound went to print, we’ve had Active 
Shapinsay week, which saw the school organising 
several activities, some with visiting instructors from 
the mainland. We had cycling, dancing, walking, 
climbing, running and more! We had a visit from the 
Scottish Football Association (and 3 Shapinsay folk 
have been across to Dounby and done their football 
coaching training, so thank you very much to them!) 
 
This month also saw World book day, the school were 
very fortunate to be able to host author Britt Harcus 
(funding from SDT and Shapinsay Parent Council 
enabled this to go ahead) and everyone brought in 
tatties dressed as their favourite book characters! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

There was 
Comic 
Relief, 

which the 
bairns did a 
bake sale 
for and 
raised over 
£130, a 

fantastic total for such a peedie school! 
 
And last, but certainly not least, everyone worked so 
hard to pull off a brilliant performance of “Aladdin” on 
the 25th of March! 
 
It always amazes me that such a peedie school can pull 
off such a great performance! There was some 
fantastic singing, great acting, lots of costume changes 
and plenty of laughs along the way! 
 
It’s great to see the bairns grow in confidence as each 
year passes, children that were maybe a little shy 2 
years ago, sung and acted their hearts out this year!  
I couldn’t single anyone out, as they all did so well, even 
our special peedie Bubbles in the laundry did everyone 
proud! 
 
Well done to Shapinsay Primary School and Nursery 
pupils and staff for all the hard work that went into 
putting on such a good show, it’s no mean feat with 
such a wide age group of bairns, so many costume 
changes and so many characters to cover in such a 
small number of pupils!  
 
(written by Lisa-Marie on behalf of the school) 
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Shapinsays Community-Get-Involved day summary 

Thank you to 

everyone who 

attended the 

community get 

involved day, a lot 

of work went into 

it, and it was great 

to so many people 

get involved! The day was organised by Naomi 

Bremner (Consultant who will put together the plan), 

Lisa-Marie (SDT) and assisted by Community Council 

and Community Association as co-hosts. 

We had around 60 residents of all ages pop down at 

some point during the day, many came for one 

workshop in the morning and found it so engaging they 

stayed for the whole day! Some came down for one 

workshop and some lunch, some came to take part in 

all the stuff in the hall, it was great to see so many 

people engage in different ways!  

We had 17 guests from as far afield as the Westray 

Development Trust, we had representatives from 

THAW, Warmworks, MP Alistair Carmichael, MSP Liam 

McArthur, Councillors Mel Thomson and Stephen 

Clackson, Community Link Practitioner, Orkney Health 

and Social Care Partnership, Marine planning, Orkney 

Ferries as well as representatives from various local 

groups. 

On the whole the day was very productive and positive 

with some very useful conversations happening around 

the table at the workshops, over lunch and in the hall. 

Those that couldn’t make it were given the opportunity 

to feed into it through a survey that was shared on 

Facebook. We hope that the first draft will be available 

sometime next month, at which local groups will be 

invited to come together to feed into the draft before 

anything is finalised. 

Naomi wrote up a report on the whole day which is 

available to download through our website if anyone is 

interested in looking over it. 

Shapinsay Development Trust update: March has 

been a time of reflecting on the community-get-

involved day, catching up on policy updates, 

housekeeping, Smithy planning, Cast Affs sorting and 

starting to work towards the end of financial year fun!  

Balfour Cottages update – you will have noticed that 

some work has started there, the compound where the 

site portacabins etc will be stored has had some work 

on it and the interior of the cottages has been stripped 

back to stone walls. We’ve had some delays with the 

road permits, which have now been granted, so we 

hope to be ready to start work properly very soon. 

In terms of next projects, we are looking at forming a 

small Shapinsay Tourism group, if you are interested in 

joining, let us know, the first meeting will be held at 

2pm on April first. We hope to start to move forward 

with “wellbeing” when the feedback from the 

community get-involved day comes through. 

Cast Affs is open on Tuesday afternoons and can be 

open any Monday-Thursday morning when the office is 

open, we have had a huge clear out & lots of new 

donations (all unsold items have gone over to to 

Kirkwall charity shops so we can keep them local! 

Donations can be dropped off any time during office 

hours. 

Smithy update – We have taken the decision to 

postpone opening for the summer until June. We 

realise that won’t be popular, but it just wasn’t 

financially viable last year. Last year's footfall was very 

low during April & May. We were only seeing a handful 

of customers each day. This unfortunately is 

unstainable and doesn’t come close to covering 

overheads. It also creates a lot of food waste. This 

wasn’t an unusual story across Orkney. We have 

spoken to others that rely on tourism, they have said 

that April and May were very quiet last year. We will 

however open 3 days per week in the Easter holidays, 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday for locals. If this proves 

popular this year, we will open again next year 

during this period. We are looking for some 'over 18' 

seasonal staff to help us out this summer. If you have 

some time on your hands, please consider joining us! 
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Ferry Vouchers 

Need help loading your vouchers onto your 

card? 

Pop into the Boathouse Monday- Thursday 9-

1pm and we can help you! 

Just for fun – we have hidden 20 Easter 

Eggs (like the one below) around the 

newsletter for you to find! 

 

School Communications 

If you are needing to get in touch with anyone at the 

school there are several ways you can do this: 

Email admin.shapinsay@glow.orkneyschools.org.uk or em

ma.clements@orkney.gov.uk. Emails will be forwarded to 

the correct person if you state who it is for. 

You can phone the school on 711218, and leave a message 

if there is no one available to answer the phone. 

You can Whatsapp the school phone on 07351 952057. 

Any communications will be picked up during working 

hours, and we really appreciate folk keeping school 

communications to the official school channels. 

 
Community Association 

If you are wishing to message the community association 

the contact details for Alison Meason, chair of the 

Community Association 

are alisonmeason@btinternet.com or 01856711261. 

To make bookings please 

email bookingsforshap@gmail.com and make sure that you 

give at least 3 days' notice. All bookings need to go through 

this email. 
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