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You may have noticed the new signs at the 
Shapinsay slip in Kirkwall, our community 
council campaigned to get something done 
about the fact that lots of non-ferry users 
were parking in the spaces, meaning that 
ferry users were unable to use them, this 
was particularly evident when the work was 
being carried out at the Albert hotel when 
the workers were using the spaces daily. 
Some of our Community Councillors met 
with representatives from OIC to come up 
with a solution, one suggestion was making 
the signage clearer as the sign that was 
there was barely legible.  
Pictured below is Stephen Clackson with the new signs! 
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Celebrating Volunteers 
 
The last of the volunteers we are celebrating 
for 2025 comes from somewhere you might 
not realise how many volunteers are involved 
to keep it going – the Kirk! 
 
Worship Group, Shapinsay Kirk 

Shapinsay Kirk has been fortunate over the 

years to have folk willing to lead worship as 

well as those who do the weekly Bible 

readings and look after the music.  

Our minister, Julia, is here every third week, 

but a service is held in the Kirk every week. 

The Worship Group usually lead a service 

once or twice a month and we have worship 

leaders coming from the Mainland on the other 

Sundays. We may also take special services 

such as the Remembrance service at the War 

Memorial and services at Christmas. 

Occasionally we deliver services at very short 

notice if the weather or illness stops the 

planned leader getting out. 

At the moment we have three folk who 

regularly lead worship, Caroline, Kenny and 

Sheila. We’ve all been involved for many years 

and have grown in confidence over that time. 

We have also all done some training on how 

to prepare and deliver a service. There’s lots 

of material available to help with this, much of 

it online, and we regularly use the worship 

material on the Church of Scotland website 

and resources like Spill the Beans. Both have 

prayers, sermon and hymn suggestions as 

well as the readings for the week. There’re 

also sites like Sermons that Work that have a 

wide range of sermons based on specific 

reading and these often provide inspiration. 

As well as those who lead worship there’s a 

rota of readers who read the set Bible readings 

for the week. This can be challenging, 

particularly Old Testament readings which are 

often peppered with unfamiliar names and 

places that are tricky to get your tongue round! 

There may also be contemporary readings, 

maybe for more than one voice. The reading 

rota comprises Caroline, Edith, Emma, Kenny 

and Sheila. 

Music is also an important part of each service 

and although we don’t have an organist, we do 

have an amazing digital machine called a 

Hymnal Plus which is expertly operated by 

Robert. This gives us access to a huge range 

of hymns and other church music, played on a 

variety of instruments and with the ability to 

vary the speed and volume to suit our needs.  

We probably all get different things out of 

being part of the Worship Group. In the widest 

sense it’s a way of giving something back to 

our community. By using our skills and talents 

we are also helping to ensure the continuation 

of in person, weekly worship here, which we 

know is important to many of the folk who 

attend church. On a more personal level it 

grows your understanding of Christianity and, 

while it may at times challenge your faith, it 

also deepens it.  
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What’s on, What’s off over the festive period
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Shapinsay School December 2025 

As we head towards December, we are practising 

music for the tree lighting and the end of term 

assembly. We hope that people will come for both 

events. The end of term assembly is on 

Wednesday 17th December, at 1.30pm in the 

school hall. Parent Council will be doing a raffle 

and providing refreshments afterwards. 

Thank you to everyone who helped support our 

fundraising for Children in Need. We raised over 

£245 in the end! The library group also did some 

fundraising for the library and raised £110 towards 

books.

 

Primary Learning 

The Stars class have been doing lots of different 
things. In numeracy, they are learning fractions 
(proper, improper and mixed number), how to 
create equivalent fractions and how to simplify 
them, and how to find a fraction of a number. In 
literacy, the children are learning how to write a 
portal story. In topic, the children are learning 
about Robert Stevenson, the Scottish 
lighthouse engineer and his legacy. 
 
In the Sunshine class the children have been 
learning about lighthouses in Orkney. They each 
researched one and we made a class 
powerpoint. In Technologies they made their 

own lighthouses and we would like to thank all 
the people who ate pringles for us to have 
enough tubes! 
 
On Monday afternoons the children have been 
doing crafts. Thank you to all the people who 
have been coming in to help us learn knitting, 
crochet, lace and sewing. The children are 
really enjoying learning new skills. 
 
Rev Julia has been working with us in RME to 
learn about the Christian ceremonies of 
baptism, marriage and funerals. 
 

 Nursery Learning  

The Nursery children have been working with the 

story of the 3 little pigs. The children made each of 

the houses, and we talked about how good each 

material was. The children have enjoyed retelling 

the story and even making their own books!  

In role play the children have been looking after 

babies, making sure they are bathed and fed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


