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SDT Update: 

Three Days of Inspiration and Connection through 

the Rural Energy Hubs Expert Community of 

Practice and Orkney Conference 

I (Lisa-Marie) had an absolutely rejuvenating three 

days working alongside like-minded people, tackling 

common challenges and sharing insights into the 

realities of working for island trusts — here’s a quick 

recap!  

Day 1 – Stronsay Visit for the transport expert 

community of practice. We had an early start, but it 

was worth it. We had a fantastic day on Stronsay, the 

weather was stunning! We explored the newly 

refurbished Stronsay Hotel, now franchised to some 

talented cooks who put on a fantastic spread for 

breakfast and lunch! We then toured the Stronsay 

Development Trust’s facilities, including their offices, 

rentable units, and heritage centre. It was great to 

see their first housing development — a three-

bedroom home aimed at attracting new families. 

 

 

After a great lunch, we joined a transport workshop 

with operators from Dumfries & Galloway, 

exchanging valuable knowledge before heading 

back on the Nordic Sea in glorious weather!  

Day 2 – Stromness visit & Shapinsay Tour - We 

kicked off in Stromness with workshops at the 

Innovation Centre, led by Jenny Milne, focusing on 

rural island transport. After lunch, we hopped over 

to Shapinsay for a whirlwind tour, visiting the 

Rulinvoe site, the Smithy (with excellent coffee and 

cakes!), and the Boathouse facilities. A quick detour 

past Balfour Cottage and a catch up with Davie at 

the Ayre Hotel rounded off the day’s activities 

before moving on to the Orkney Winter Conference 

(Part 1), where Barry and Andrew both joined us.  

The evening featured networking, an address from 

OIC Convenor Graham Bevan (who had high praise 

for the work of the Trusts!), and inspiring talks from 

Tobias Joss (National Lottery) and local 

entrepreneur Neil Stevenson. 

Continued on next page . . . 

Stronsays Mens shed 

On the way back on the Nordic Sea 
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Day 3 – Orkney Winter Conference (Part 2) A relaxed 

start led into a some very engaging of sessions. Paul 

Harrington (Scottish Land Fund) applauded Orkney’s 

housing efforts, Sheila Tulloch provided legal 

insights, and I co-facilitated a workshop on Running 

a Community enterprise - a nerve-wracking but 

rewarding experience! After lunch, Alice from DTAS 

offered more support for island trusts, and we 

closed with inspiring words from Sheila  Garson on 

the evolution of development trusts. 

Final Thoughts – It was refreshing to feel connected 

to something bigger — so often, we work in silos 

with little recognition for the impact we have as 

trusts. Over the three days, I felt a real boost, both 

professionally and personally. Being among like-

minded people, sharing common experiences, 

venting about the challenges, offering advice, and 

learning from others — it was all incredibly 

energising.  

  

Liam McArthur addressing the conference 

Stronsay hotel bar (below) and breakfast (above) 

Sheila Garson doing the closing keynote speech 

CES having a wander round Shapinsay 
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Celebrating Volunteers – Shapinsay 
Development Trust 
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Shapinsay School  

Primary Learning 

We have been learning about the industrial 

revolution, and about some useful inventions from the 

Victorian era, such as lightbulbs, cameras and sewing 

machines. We discovered how transportation has 

evolved, and are very glad bikes have improved, as we 

don’t think riding a penny farthing would have been 

very easy. We used our research about David Balfour 

to write some biographies. We have also been 

undertaking some personal research, finding out 

about some famous Victorians including Charles 

Darwin, Charles Dickens, Florence Nightingale and 

John Cadbury. We are using this research to create 

presentations about these individuals, which we hope 

to present to parents.  

In science, we undertook a fun experiment creating 

our own waterwheels using plastic bottles and paper 

cups. We decided a steam powered wheel might 

require too many risk assessments! In Expressive Arts 

we have been creating our own dances to a variety of 

music and have explored which instruments create the 

different sounds. We also managed to get outside in 

the sunshine to play rounders. In Spanish we have 

learned to spell our own names and ask and answer 

questions about family members. 

We celebrated world book day by dressing up as our 

favourite book characters and took part in a book 

treasure hunt, and some other book themed activities. 

We also celebrated Red Nose Day, wearing our red 

noses, collecting change to cover some red noses and 

playing “Dodge the Nose” and “Capture the Nose”.  

 

 

 

 

Nursery Learning 

In nursery we made pancakes on Shrove Tuesday. We 

were very good at measuring and mixing the 

ingredients and even better at eating them! We made 

a measuring chart and have been measuring the 

height of various people and teddies in the nursery to 

see who is the smallest and tallest. 

The dentist team came to school to check our teeth, 
we got to lie on the couch and get our teeth checked 
and then got a sticker! There are lots of signs of spring 
appearing so we have been enjoying going on walks 
within the village to look for daffodils, buds etc and 
then we were painting and creating daffodil pictures 
using paints and egg cartons. 
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Celebrating volunteers –  
Shapinsay Development Trust 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is no question that volunteering can be a big 
responsibility, requiring energy, focus and time from 
folk who are already very busy. So, what makes 
people decide to do it?  
 
For anyone who doesn’t know, Shapinsay 
Development Trust is wholly volunteer led, it was set 
up in 2003 to, in short, improve Shapinsay, through 
initiatives such as community transport, housing and 
so much more. Many volunteers have come and gone 
through the years and there are various ways in which 
folk can get involved! The trust provides employment 
for many folk on the island, but overseeing the whole 
operation is our board of trustees, who are all 
volunteers. The trust also relies on other volunteers 
who kindly give up their spare time at the community 
café, the charity shop or contribute to other projects. 
All of these volunteers all serve an invaluable role in 
the structure of the trust – in fact, it wouldn’t exist 
without them! 
 

Our current chairman of the board is Ashley Boyd. Like 
many on the island he holds multiple roles in the 
community. Most will know him from working on the 
ferry, but he’s also a community fire fighter and the 
union rep for boat crew. Ash came to the board 3.5 
years ago, and while some days he’d definitely tell you 
it’s a trying role, he also finds it rewarding. "It enables 
me to be involved in the continued development and 
support of the community in which we belong." 
 

Our vice chair is Barry Moncrief, a self-employed 
joiner and another fire fighter. He’s also on the board 
of Shapinsay Renewables Ltd (SRL) and the picnic 
committee, so like Ash, and most of the board, has 
multiple roles to play on the island. Barry said: "I want 
to help ensure the good work and progress continues. 
It’s great to see improvements in island life, it makes 
all the time we spend as volunteers seem very 
worthwhile, it’s not without its trials and tribulations,  
but in general, it's very rewarding being part of  

 
 
 
something like the Trust" 
Simon Meason is the board’s treasurer and runs his 
family farm. You’ll see him driving for McAdie and 
Reeve as well as other roles, Simon got involved with 
the Trust because, in his words "I like being involved 
on the board so I can help try and make the island a 
good place to live, no point sitting back moaning 
about things, get involved and make things better.” 
Also on the board are, Graham Rendall who 
commutes across to Kirkwall for his main employment 
and chairs SRL our renewable company that manage 
the turbine and Adrian Bird (not pictured) who is self-
employed and is the turbine manager for SRL. Within 
the last year the board also gained Christine Leslie 
(not pictured), a self-employed hairdresser, and Toby 
Diamond (also missing from the photos), who works in 
the Shapinsay shop and volunteers at the Shapinsay 
Primary School.  
 
Examples of some of the many volunteers that aren’t 
on the board are Freda Mowat, who donates her time 
and energy to the community café, and Alanna Leslie 
who helped bring a mobile sauna to the island. When 
asked what she liked about being able to do 
volunteering, Freda responded “I enjoy being in this 
role because it gets me out of the house and helps me 
build confidence. I like serving and talking to people, 
and the experience is giving me valuable work skills. I 
find it rewarding to be part of a project that supports 
wellbeing in the community.” Alanna Leslie also 
helped out with the Sauna project, stating that "I 
thought the sauna coming to Shapinsay was such a 
great experience for everyone. I volunteered to help 
with it so we could offer as many sessions as possible 
throughout the week. It was lovely seeing people try 
something new and different." 
 

  

 
We have been thinking a lot about “Volunteering” recently and 

what it means to be a volunteer. When we think of volunteering, 
we often think of visible roles such as working in charity shops, 

foodbanks, befriending projects etc. But you might be surprised to 
learn how many people volunteer here on Shapinsay. 

So, we thought we’d run a mini-series in the Shapinsay Sound to 
celebrate those that do volunteer roles on Shapinsay. This month, 

it’s the Shapinsay Development Trust’s turn! 

Some of the fantastic folk who volunteer their time with the Shapinsay 
Development Trust. Clockwise from top left: Graham Rendall, Ashley 
Boyd, Alanna Leslie, Simon Meason, Freda Mowat, and Barry Moncrieff. 
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Kirk news 
Beautiful spring (at the time of writing!!) and Easter 
is upon us so here’s a run through of the services in 
Easter: 

• 6th April – 12 noon, Valerie Pomfret  

• 13th April – 12 noon, Rev Fraser Macnaughton 

• 18th April – 7 pm, Rev Julia Meason: Good 
Friday service  

• 20th April – 12 noon, Easter Day service, 
Worship Group 

• 27th April – a united service at the Cathedral @ 
11.15 with the Moderator of the General 
Assembly presenting long service certificates – 
no service in Shapinsay 

You’re welcome to any and all of those. As you will 
see elsewhere, we’re planning on having a planting 
session on the 19th of April – Saturday of the Holy 
Week – in our Reflective Space and hope you can 
join us for that.  

Looking ahead, during the Orkney Island Games 
2025 we’re expecting around 2,000 athletes and 
team officials, an unknown number of spectators, 
140 travelling officials and around 800 volunteers 
(many will be locals). 

There’ll be the Opening Ceremony on Sat 12 July at 
Bignold Park around 1700, then the Athletes will 
parade into town open to spectators. The Closing 
Ceremony will be for athletes only and will be at 
Picky on the evening of Fri 18 Jul. Athletes will arrive 
Thu 10 Jul onwards. Sports practice will be Fri 11 
and Sat 12. Sporting competitions will be Sun 13 – 
Fri 18 Jul. 

Everything will be free to attend. All the various 
churches across Orkney are putting together a 
chaplaincy stand in a large marquee in the Picky 
grounds. It is going to be open for the whole week to 
the whole community.  

 

 

We’re liaising with Christians in Sport and with 
Interfaith Scotland to tap into their expertise.  And 
that’s where you come in! To have a visible 
presence in the tent, we will need a lot of 
volunteers! If you feel you can help – be it, one slot 
or several – please get in touch with me. We think 
it’s a unique opportunity for us to welcome all the 
visitors to Orkney, show a united and loving face of 
the Christian community here in Orkney and share 
the Gospel in simple, yet powerful ways. If you’d 
like to be a part of that, please get in touch! 

Wishing you Peace and Joy this Easter. 

Rev Julia Meason 
JMeason@churchofscotland.org.uk, 
874789/711275

mailto:JMeason@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Community Council News 
 
Aggregate Scheme 
Requests for assistance with aggregate for private roads 
(not driveways) in 2025-26 will be considered at our April 
meeting. Any interested residents should contact 
Democratic Services or the Chair by 14th April. See 
poster for further information. 
 
Roads 
We continue to report the deteriorating road conditions 
but unfortunately, we have been told that no resurfacing 
is planned. However, OIC are planning some remedial 
works, so please do report potholes and other road 
issues directly to OIC via My Orkney or phoning the 
council offices. 
 
Free Bus Travel for 5-21 year olds 
Did you know that all 5-21 year olds can travel for free on 
buses throughout Scotland? To make the most of this 
within Orkney or when you travel elsewhere in Scotland 
the children need to have a National Entitlement Card 
(NEC) or Young Scot Card. To find out more, including 
how to apply online or via OIC, see 
https://freebus.scot/how-to-apply/ 
 
Smart Cards & Concessionary Travel 
Please look out for the posters and information coming 
directly from Orkney Ferries regarding smart cards and 
concessionary travel from 1st April. 
 
Visitor Levy & Cruise Ship Levy 
You may have heard about the potential introduction of a 
visitor levy. Please do take time to consider the 
implications of this for visitors to Orkney but also when 
you travel within Orkney or further afield. There is an 
online surveys that you can complete by 11th April to help 
island councils like OIC consider whether to introduce a 
Visitor Levy. 
 
https://tinyurl.com/4pdbppd5 
 
The Scottish Government are consulting on the possible 
introduction of a cruise ship levy. You can read more 
about it and submit your views. 
 
https://consult.gov.scot/local-government-and-
communities/cruise-ship-levy-scotland/ 
 
Burroughston Broch 
Community Council have requested that Burroughston 
Broch is tidied up and hope this will be done shortly. 
 

Map & Information Board 
NILPS should be installing a new information board 
including a map of Shapinsay close to the portacabin 
at the pier in April. Do take a look and point it out to 
visitors. 
 
Financial Requests 
We kindly request that all funding applications be 
submitted on the appropriate form more than one 
week in advance of our meetings so that the 
documents can be circulated to all members for 
consideration. 
 
Next Meeting 
Our next meeting will be held on 24th April 2025. 
Further meetings are scheduled for 26th June, 11th 
September and 20th November. 
 
Members 
Leanne Bews (Chair & Health Rep), Phoebe Dunnett, 
Esther Chaney (Transport Rep), Colin Leslie (Vice-
Chair & Planning Rep), Jean Noble, Eileen Philips and 
Gavin Rendall. 
 
Contact Details 
You can contact Democratic Services via email 
communitycouncils@orkney.gov.uk or call 01856 
873535 extension 2264 or 2237. You can also email 
the interim clerk via shapinsayclerk@gmail.com 
 
 

Refuse Collection 

02/04/2025 – Black/grey bins, no recycling 

09/04/2025 – Paper/thin card and metal cans, foil and 
aerosols 

16/04/2025 – Black/grey bins, no recycling 

23/04/2025 – Glass and Plastic 

30/04/2025 – Black/grey bins, no recycling 

07/05/2025 – Paper/thin card and metal can, foil and 
aerosols 

14/05/2025 – Black/grey bins, no recycling 

21/05/2025 – Glass and Plastic 

28/05/2025 – Black/grey bins, no recycling 

https://tinyurl.com/4pdbppd5
mailto:communitycouncils@orkney.gov.uk
mailto:shapinsayclerk@gmail.com
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On 12th March, we held a meeting to decide whether 
we wanted to hold a show this year and if so, what 
might it consist of and would we have enough 
volunteers to make it possible. 
I’m pleased to report that the meeting was well-
attended and very positive. We will  be holding a show 
on Saturday 16th August and will have classes for 
Window and Greenhouse Plants; Cut Flowers; Fruit 
and Vegetables; Baking; Industrial Work; Arts and 
Crafts and a Children’s class. We also hope to be able 
to display the photographs from the competition 
being organised by the Development Trust. We are 
very encouraged by the support shown at the meeting 
and look forward to hosting a show which we hope 
will offer something for everyone. 
Our next social event will be on Saturday 5th April at 
3.00pm in the Clubrooms. Prem and Gina Fojtu from 
Greens Garden will give a talk with photographs 
showing how they have created their unique garden in 
Toab. They describe their garden as “Created from 
nothing by a couple of amateurs, using mostly found 
and reclaimed materials including driftwood. Now it is 
full of life and colours all year round.” The garden is 
constantly evolving and you can follow its progress on 
the Greens Garden Facebook page. We are really 
looking forward to hearing about how their garden 
has taken shape and perhaps gain some inspiration for 
our own gardens.  
We hope to arrange a visit to Greens Garden in the 
summer and more details of this will follow later in 
the year. 
Also, at this event there will be the opportunity to 
collect your seed potatoes for this year’s Tattie In A 
Bucket competition which will be judged at one of our 
social events in the autumn. 
In addition to the trophy for the heaviest weight 
grown in the bucket, we will also be awarding prizes 
for First, Second and Third, together with prizes for 
children under secondary school age.  
As this is a fun competition, there will also be a special 
prize for the competitor with the lightest weight of 
potatoes!  
 

 
Hardened competitors will already be aware that tatties 
must be grown in a 3 gallon bucket, (or container of similar 
size), with only one seed tattie planted per bucket. Only 
the seed tatties provided by The Shapinsay Horticultural 
Association must be used and every competitor can enter 
either one or two buckets.  
For those new to this exciting competition, who may not 
have suitable buckets, or those who do not want to render 
their buckets useless for anything else by punching 
drainage holes in the bottom, the Horticultural Association 
can provide buckets for you.  
So, come along to our event on Saturday 5th April at 3pm, 
enjoy the illustrated talk by Prem and Gina and collect your 
seed tatties and buckets if required.  
There will, of course, also be a raffle and delicious 
refreshments. If you can’t make the meeting but would like 
to take part in the Tattie In A Bucket competition, please 
contact Karen Evans (07810 262785 or email 
karen@evanssmallholder.plus.com). 
All Welcome. We look forward to seeing you.    

 

SHAPINSAY HORTICULTURAL ASSOCIATION NEWS 

mailto:karen@evanssmallholder.plus.com
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