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The year is flying in and we’re on our November edition 
of the Shapinsay sound already. It’s AGM time, so if you 
can, please come along on the 6th of November. We will 
not only be updating you on what we’ve done in the 
last year and looking to the future, we will also reflect 
on the last 20 years as we celebrate our 20 year 
anniversary! Many directors have come and gone over 
the last 20 years and each and every one of you have 
played some part in getting to where we are now! If 
you’d like to become a member, please email 
boathouse@shapinsay.org.uk 
 
On the 26th of October, we were invited to Holyrood to 
the Social enterprise awards where we were 
shortlisted for the high accolade of “Social enterprise 
of the year”. We didn’t win this time, but it was great 
to be part of it and just to be shortlisted and see what 
other enterprises are up to. The Glenelg Skye Ferry 
company won the top prize this year, you can check 
them out online! 
 
We had a visit from the SURF awards judges on Monday 
the 23rd, so we will find out how we got on with that 
award in December!  
 
If anyone has anything they’d like to include in the 
newsletter, pop past or email 
boathouse@shapinsay.org.uk 

 
After a busy summer at the Smithy, we took a 
minute to let the staff breathe a bit, we’ve started 
our takeaways and are now starting into bar meals 
some Saturday evenings. Keep an eye on the 
Facebook page The Smithy Shapinsay for more 
details and there is some information in this 
edition of the Shapinsay Sound  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:boathouse@shapinsay.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100092205272130
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Shapinsay School November 2023 
In October we learned about Black History Month 

and took part in the Wear Red Day to Show Racism 
the Red Card. 
We have welcomed Hadi and Amara to the school 
and we hope they will be very happy here. 
 
Nursery 
There has been lots of talk about ‘bigger’ and 
‘smaller’ recently and so to develop the interest in 
size comparisons we have been looking at 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears and exploring the 
story sack. We have beds, chairs, bowls and 
spoons for each of the bears. 
 
There has also been lots of keen interest in 
learning to use the different wheeled toys – 
scooters, balance bikes, cars and trikes. We have 
been learning about staying safe on these by 
wearing a helmet. 
 
Please save the dates of 2nd November and 7th 
December for Bookbug sessions, which the 
nursery children will be joining in with. 
 
P1 – 4 
P1 -4 continued their Materials topic by looking at 
sustainability. They counted how much waste we 
produced and used it in maths for data handling. 
 
The children thought about how we can limit the 
amount of waste we produce. In writing the 

children wrote persuasive texts about reusing and 
recycling. To finish up the topic the children looked 
at the story of the Gingerbread man, and did a 
variety of experiments and STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths) challenges 
around the story. 
 
All of the primary children made gingerbread 
biscuits. 
 
P5 – 7 
 
In RME 
the 
children 
have 
been 
listening 
to Sikh 
stories. 
 
In French, they’ve been learning numbers to 100 
and more about French phonics. 
 
English has focused on using a wider range of 
conjunctions in complex sentences. 
 
Katy Firth, from NILPS, came out to Shapinsay to 
help the children learn about plankton. They 
enjoyed taking part in using a special plankton net 
to collect plankton from by the harbour. They then 
examined what they’d caught under microscopes 
and attempted to identify what types of plankton 
they saw. 
The P7 children entered the Orkney Sun2 
competition which was part of the Science 
Festival. They had to compare the effectiveness of 
single and double-sided solar panels by collecting 
data and analysing it. They worked out that the E-
W panels are better early and late, and the South 
facing panel is better at or around noon. The 
judges praised their ‘thorough investigation of the 
effect of the white reflector’ and awarded them 
second prize. 
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Waves and Tangles 
On Saturday 7th October a good gathering of 
islanders and folk from the mainland enjoyed a 
performance of readings and song drawn from the 
life and works of Bessie Grieve. 
 
The collection for the RNLI raised £144.30. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who helped make this 
event such a success. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo; Bessie’s granddaughters Emma and Sara-Jane performing at 
the event. 

 
 
Shapinsay Lunch Club will be hosting lunch at the 
club rooms on the 1st November. 
 
Further info will be posted on the Shapinsay 
Residents Page. 
 
New members always welcome. 
 
Shapinsay Lunch Club will be meeting on the 15th 
November in the clubroom. 
 
On the menu will be: 
~Mince, tatties and veg 
~Quorn mince tatties and veg 
~Brownies and ice cream 
 
This will be the clubs AGM meeting following lunch.  
 
Further details will be on the Shapinsay Residents 
Page nearer the time. 
 
 

 

AGM 

Shapinsay Lunch Club AGM will be held on the 
15th of November after lunch. 
 
All current members will be added to the voting 
slips. Arrangements will be made to send out 
voting slips to members unable to attend that day 
via a non-member. 
 
Any queries please contact us. 
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Situations Vacant: 
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