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It’s May already, the year is flying in! I don’t have any 

major updates this month, things are continuing to 

progress at the Smithy so we hope to be open in 

around 3 weeks! Keep an eye on Facebook for an 

opening date. You may have seen on Facebook that the 

kitchen has now arrived! The lino is down and the 

kitchen is being fitted as I type. The new bar has been 

built, much of the painting has been done and the staff 

are preparing for opening day! 

 

 

 

 

We would like to welcome Leanne Bews as Smithy 

team leader (until August) and Mark Gleed and Claire 

Evans as the Smithy 

management team. 

They will be looking for 

more bar and kitchen 

staff to help out with 

cooking and takeaways, 

so if you have any 

experience or would like to help out, please get in 

touch. 

We would also like to welcome Nadia Charlamow to 

the Boathouse team, she has taken on the role of 

Admin assistant and will be generally working Mondays 

and Fridays. 

We are also very sad to announce that Alison is leaving 

her role as Wellbeing coordinator at the end of the 

month after 4 years with the Trust. She will be a huge 

miss to the team and has done some fantastic  
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Work for the island in her time, I’m sure you will all join 

me in saying a heartfelt thank you to Alison for her hard 

work, especially during the pandemic! She will be a 

huge miss to the team and to the island! We wish her 

all the best in her new role! 

Our 3rd lot of ebikes went out a few weeks ago, you will 

hopefully see some of these whizzing around the roads 

of Shapinsay along with other ones that went out last 

year! This was made possible by a grant from Energy 

saving Scotland and these are out on long term hire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missing are Joanna Sosnowska and David Moffat 
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Shapinsay School 
 

May 2023  
We have just come back to school from the Easter 
holidays, and the summer holidays are looming ever 
closer already! We have a lot planned for this term. 
From trips to the library and to Flotta, a P7 
residential trip to Hoy, transition visits and much 
more. We are also starting to get things ready in the 
polytunnel again for another growing season, thanks 
to Jason for moving the beds for us.  

 

Hopefully by the time you read this we will have had 
our “Active Shapinsay” week, organised by Mrs Bews 
and the Sports Committee.  

 

Caroline Bird has joined the staff team as Classroom 
Auxiliary, and we’re delighted to welcome her to the 
team. 

 

Bag the Bruck  
On Tuesday 18th April, we went to Sandgarth Beach 
to bag the bruck. Lots of parents joined us too, and 
the weather was even kind to us! We found 15 bags 
worth of rubbish, along with a lot of rope. We also 
found mermaid’s purses, and we learned about the 
egg cases back at school.  

 

Nursery  
This term we will be spending more time outside as 
the weather improves. We hope to be growing more 
plants and flowers in the polytunnel and in the 
courtyard area.  We also hope to be out and about 
exploring within our extended boundary. We have 
already had a walk to the harbour. The pre-school 
children will soon be beginning their transition into 
primary one.  
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GRAND ROYAL CEILIDH BALL  

FREE ENTRY- FUNDED BY AWARDS FOR ALL 

PROCEEDS SPLIT BETWEEN RNLI & SCA 

BAR BY SHAPINSAY DARTS CLUB  

MUSIC BY SHAPINSAY MUSIC GROUP 

 RAFFLE, PHOTO BOOTH & SUPPER  

DRESS CODE: FORMAL  

TIARAS AND CROWNS OPTIONAL 

 

    

6 
    

   MAY 7.30 PM    

        

 Shapinsay Community Hall  
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Piece Place is coming to an end! With the Smithy 
opening and Alison going to pastures new, it’s time to 
draw Piece Place to a close. Piece place was brought 
about due to covid restrictions back at the end of 2020 
and was funded through the covid fund for a short 
period of a few months. Alison did all the due diligence 
to ensure it could open in a covid safe, socially distant 
way. The community centre was closed, as were all 
council buildings at that time, so it was decided the Kirk 
would be a great venue to start it up. Environmental 
health were consulted, suppliers were found and Piece 

Place was 
born. The 

initial 
success of 
Piece Place 
meant SDT 
decided to 
carry funding 
it until the 

Smithy 
opened, providing a meeting place for the island on 
alternate weeks to lunch club. It was decided to keep it 
free, but to put out tins for donations. These donations 
were gratefully received towards the wellbeing fund 
which helped run it and some donations were given to 
specific charities. 
 
£3481.16 was raised for various local charities, the 
RNLI, Macmillan Orkney, Orkney MS branch, MND and 
MD, Ukraine and the peedie retreat. £1535.19 was 
raised for the wellbeing fund to allow Piece Place to 
continue and towards other wellbeing projects like Play 
Piece.  
 
During the winter, to help alleviate the cost of living 
ciris, it was decided to extend the opening times and 
add lunches, so soup and sandwiches were added to 
the menu. This was a very welcome addition for many 
with numbers increasing to on average, around 40 
people per session. The very last Piece Place will be on 
Wednesday the 10th of May from 1.30-4pm and will be 
tea, coffee, juice, cakes, scones and meringues. Huge 
thank you must go to Joy Leslie and Margaret Eunson 
for doing all the baking for us for the last year or so! 
 
HUGE Thank you to Alison and all the workers and 
volunteers for keeping it going so long! 
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COMPETITION! 

Bring your 

completed 

Wordsearch to 

the Smithy on the 

open day to enter 

a prize draw to 

win a free coffee 

and cake of your 

choice! 


