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The Smithy is open! 
 
It was starting to feel like it might never 
happen, but after some hard work from the 
builders, the staff and the board, we pulled out 
all the stops and we got there in the end!  
 
Thank you to everyone who has been along 
and shown their support in the last couple of 
weeks, I don’t think any of us foresaw how 
busy it was going to be on opening week, it’s 
been a real baptism of fire! 
 
We got funding from Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise, the North Isles Landscape 
Partnership, Orkney Islands Council, 
Shapinsay Community Council and CARES 
for renovating it and we were able to purchase 
it with a grant from Scottish Land Fund. We 
invited all of the funders and the local press 
over on what turned out to be a beautiful 
Monday, the 12th of June the day before we 
opened to the public, and we cut a ribbon and 
invited them to look all through the building. 
We got great feedback and had lovely articles 
in the Orcadian, Radio Orkney and even the 
P&J!  
 
We hope to be in a position to introduce 
evening meals before too long, once our staff 
have had time to practice a few options. They 
are working long hours just to keep the café 
going just now, so we won’t rush into it till we 
have our staffing levels just right, so bear with 
us just a little bit longer and we will hopefully 
get to evening meals and takeaways before 
the Summer is out! 
 
Turn the page for a look inside! 

 
On Monday the 12, Ash Boyd, chair of 
Shapinsay Development Trust, cut the ribbon 
 

  
Davie speaking to Radio Orkney about 
the funding 
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Ken Amer interviewing Ash for the Orcadian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Soup and Toastie 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Chef Special The Smithy Steak Panini 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Smithy Cooked Breakfast  
 

First weekend in the pub! 
Smithy cooked breakfast served 10-12pm 
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Inside the Café with the new bar  
 

 
Banquet seating lines one wall 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The outside has had a bit of facelift 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Garden has had a bit of a makeover 
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Shapinsay School July 2023 
 
By the time you read this, the term will have 
finished. We will have held our leavers assembly, 
and P7 will have enjoyed their Hoy trip. 
 
We are sad to be saying goodbye to Sinclair, 
Anwen, Orla and Lucy and we wish them all the 
best as they move on to KGS after the summer. 
 
With the lovely summer weather that we have 
been enjoying, you have probably noticed that we 
have been outside as much as we possibly can be! 
It’s been lovely to have all the children playing 
together outside so much. 
 
Nursery 
 
With the weather improving recently, we have 
been talking about sun safety and why it is 
important to use suncream and keep hydrated. 
 
We have planted some sunflower seeds and are 
keeping a watch on them daily as we are excited 
to see the shoots pop above the ground. We have 
been gardening in the courtyard, planting new 
plants, keeping the weeds at bay and making sure 
we water it regularly. 
 
The front area has been extra well used recently. 
We have made some dens to create extra shade to 
cool off from the sunshine and building many 
sandcastles in the sandpit. We used the loose 
parts to create some hurdles to 
practise jumping, painted the house with water 
and had some tea parties in the garden. 
 
P1 – 4 
 
The children have been making their own posters 
about an animal of their choice, using note taking 
skills to research their animals. 
The children have been playing and learning 
outside, looking after the polytunnel and enjoying 
the sunshine. They have been continuing to 

describe animals in French, using words for colour 
and size. 
 
In art we have been having fun with texture, 
pattern and clay. 
 
P5 – 7 
 

 
 
This term, the P5-7 children have enjoyed taking 
part in the Orkney Celebration of STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and maths). 
 
At the event in the King Street Halls on 7th June, 
they: 
 

o presented a display of the STEM work they 
had been doing in class this term; gave a 
talk about what they had been learning 
and demonstrations of some of their 
electrical and computer programming 
creations, 

o had a talk from people working in different 
engineering roles, 

o had their entries for the Pylon Challenge 
competition judged, 

o took part in Classroom Clash Activities 
(short challenges arranged by a range of 
engineering companies. 

 
The P5-7 children did Shapinsay proud on the day: 
they won the Pylon STEM Challenge, were 
runners-up for the Regional Club of the Year and 
won one of the Classroom Clash STEM Challenges. 
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The Orkney Celebration of STEM event is 
organised by YESC (the Young Engineers and 
Science Club Scotland) and is supported by a range 
of businesses and organisations including Orbital 
Marine Power, SSEN, Repsol Sinopec, EMEC, OIC, 
My World of Work and CREATIVenergie. 
 
In PE both classes have been continuing our work 
on athletics and making the most of the sun by 
playing summer games like rounders. 
 
We are also edging closer to attaining our Gold 
Sport Award. We will also have launched our 
community sports box, which has a range of sports 
equipment and will be available to the public 
throughout the summer. Mrs Bews will be posting 
details on the Shapinsay Resident Facebook page. 
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 Shapinsay Picnic 2023 
 
Saturday 10th June saw the weather bright 
and sunny for the Shapinsay Picnic. There 
was a good turnout of all ages to take part in 
the events, followed by a dance in the 
evening. Huge thanks to the Picnic 
Committee, volunteers, competitors and 
spectators who worked together to make the 
day such a success. Special thanks to the 
Shapinsay Music Group for their music at the 
dance, to Alison and the team who worked 
so hard to create the tea and supper and to 
the Picnic Committee for all their hard work.  

 
Winners L- R Primary - Alfie Leslie (Primary 
Boys runner up), Evan Leslie (Primary Boys 
Champion), Orla Boyd (Primary Girls runner 
up) and Elza Chaney (Primary Girls 
Champion) 
 
Winners Under 16s and Adults L-R - Sean 
Dunnett (Under 16 Boys Champion), Joey 
Varley (Under 16 Boys runner up), Einar Muir 
(Men's Champion), Jennifer Meason 
(Womens Champion), Erika Bews (Under 16 
Girls runner up) and Marie Dunnett 
(Womens runner up). 
 
 
 

Winners Under 16s and Adults L-R - Sean 
Dunnett (Under 16 Boys Champion), Joey 
Varley (Under 16 Boys runner up), Einar 
Muir (Men's Champion), Jennifer Meason 
(Womens Champion), Erika Bews (Under 
16 Girls runner up) and Marie Dunnett 
(Womens runner up). 
Missing from the photo are Leilah Muir 
(Under 16 Girls Champion) and Gavin 
Rendall (Mens runner up). 
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celebrate the epic 
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